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Story's Equity Pleadings. Tenth Edition. Revised, Corrected 
and Enlarged. By Johx M. GooiD, Ph.D. Boston : Little, Brown 
& Co., 1892. 

"Story on Equity Pleading" is to the profession so old 
and tried a friend that the reviewer of a new edition must 
confine himself to a notice of the work of the editor and 
of the publisher. Even as to the latter nothing but a 
single statement need be made, to wit: that the work is 
published by Little, Brown & Co. This is equivalent to 
saying that everything that the printer and the binder can 
do has been done to make the book attractive. The paper 
is good, the typography is excellent — every feature may 
justly be spoken of with praise. 

Dr. Gould has done his part well, and his notes, in 
many instances, go far toward, remedying admitted defects 
in the author's work. For example, Mr. Justice Story 
gives his readers but scant information upon the important 
question of whether or not a given answer is responsive to 
the plaintiff's bill. The omission of a thorough discussion 
of this topic is almost as grave a defect in Story's work 
as is the insufficiency of Stephens' treatment of the scope 
of the general issue in his classic treatise on '' Pleading at 
Common Law." Recognizing this, Dr. Gould, on pages 
693-695, prints a valuable note, in which he presents 
many authorities on responsiveness, and classifies the 
cases relating to the effect of an answer as evidence for the 
defendant. We could wish that he had given the subject 
a still more thorough investigation, for difficult and dis- 
putable questions are constantly arising with respect to it, 
and many of the cases seem to be in serious conflict. 

The note on page40, et seg., on the subject of the prayer 
for general relief, is a valuable one; and the notes to the 
chapter on Bills of Interpleader and Certiorari furnish a 
good illustration of the ability with which the editor has 
supplemented the discussion contained in the text and 
notes of previous editions. 
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On the whole, it may be said that the editor has been 
remarkably successful in his effort " to adapt this standard 
treatise to all the needs of modern practice, as well in the 
States which have a code procedure as in those having a 
distinct system of equity." 



The Annual on the Law of Real Property. Edited by Tilghman 
E. and Emerson E. Ballard. Crawfordsville, Ind.: Ballard & 
Ballard, 1S92. 

In this volume the editors have reported in full over 
one hundred cases decided during the year by State courts 
of last resort, and they have added to these several elaborate 
annotations and discussions, an index to decisions constru- 
ing local statutes and an epitome of cases not important 
enough to be reported in full. The book represents the 
annual crop of real property cases yielded by the American 
courts, the wheat being separated from the chaff, and the 
whole ground into a form well adopted for the lawyer's 
"domestic use." With this book in hand one can keep 
abreast of the development of the law by reading the reported 
cases, for the editors report all cases in full (1) which over- 
rule other cases on material points; (2) which construe im- 
portant statutes not hitherto construed; or (3) which make 
some new application of legal principles. If one has the 
further object of investigating a particular point, he has at 
hand the admirable "Epitome of Cases" which, as a new 
volume, will be published each year, is justly characterized 
by the editors as "a growing and living 'brief on all of 
the subjects about which' the courts have anything to say." 

The plan of the book is, in our judgment, an admirable 
one, and the execution of the plan seems to be in all 
respects satisfactory. But the true test of such a book lies 
in the constant use of it, and we shall be in a better posi- 
tion to pronounce a worthy judgment when the second 
"Annual" makes its appearance than we are at present. 



Il Diritto Comune. Per O. W. Holmes, Jr. Translated (into Ital- 
ian ) by Francesco Lambertenghi. Sondrio : Typografia A. 
Moro e. C, 1SS8. 

This interesting volume has been sent to us but 
recently, although it was published, in limited edition, as 



